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Helping People Help Themselves 
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EDITORIAL 
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SEE STORY NNNM a FA 
Pm YOUR VENDOR PAYS UP 10 50€ PER COPY OF SPARE CHANGE * PLEASE BUY FROM BADGED VENDORS 


Support Spare Change advertisers 
ne ers 


THANK YOU for helping our vendors help themselves. 
Our advertisers help make this project possible. | 7 
Please consider them in your business decision dealings. 


Arico Instruments Ltd. 


They're nice guys... for robbers 


Just because they take things that don’t belong to Barely had he announced himself, however, before 
“Working for a better tomorrow” them, it doesn’t mean jurglars can't be nice peo- his victim collapsed groaning “My poor heart”. 
ple, too. The man who broke into 89 year-old Without a second thought the caring criminal dis- 
Ur NSN f Xx Doris Treacle's home n County Durham Was carded iis weapon, shouted "I'll save you ply 
ieee cess | AP ice areas extremely nice, untying her w hen she had an asth- man and rushed the pale-faced septuagenarian to 
T6E 5Y1 | process control specialists mà attack and thoughtfully phoning an ambu- hospital on the back of his motorbike. R 
lance. "I'd like to thank him if he gets caught," Unfortunately his generosity was not repaid in 
said the grateful pensioner. Even kinder was kind, for on reaching their destination Mr Muth SPARE 
: : : E Australian burglar Adolf Slubbett who abandoned hopped off the back of the bike, said “Fooled you, m 
M anadian Bible Society a robbery in order to drive a heart-attack victim to sucker", and summoned hospital orderlies to arrest ' 
Notit Aberta District hospital. Slubbett had burst into / 1-year-old his mortified rescuer, “That sort of really dents JUNE 
8440 - 109 Street Bertram Muth’s Sydney home wielding a machete your confidence,” said a disillusioned Slubbett. 4» 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA doo: 1995 


and screaming “Move and you're spare ribs". 


T6G 1E2 


REV. ROBERT E. VOELKER 
District Secretary 


TEL: (403) 439-7729 
439-PRAY 
FAX: (403) 439-1676 


Complex egoplant does job on bank 


Banks have been brought down by many strange “too complex" to defuse and would have to be 
and small circumstances, but none odder perhaps made safe in a controlled explosion. Unfortunately 
than in Salina Cruz, Mexico, where an entire bank the explosion wasn’t as controlled as they would 
BUSINESS ONLINE INC. was destroyed by a single eggplant. The renegade have liked and destroye, not only the eggplant but 
vegetable, concealed within a wickerwork basket, most of the building around it. “ Fortunately it 
John K. MacDonald had been accidentally left by its owner in a corner wasn’t a pumpkin,” said one bystander, “Or they 
MARKETING of the bank. Convinced it was a bomb, staff sum- might have blown up the whole town." 4» 
Multinode MS-DOS BBS,8-N-1 Voice: (403) 448-7272 moned the army who decided the eggplant was 
(403) 990-0251 Fax: (403) 424-7070 


Internet: john.macdonald @ boinc.supernet.ab.ca 


407 Liberty Building, 10506 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta, CANADA T5J 2W9 


Hit amd run... much like a truffle 


Nhile mos hit-and-run drive deserve every tor- —. thought he was a m gger. Mada 


EMIN a TONCA STICAaT 


+ 
OD AIDS TO DAILY LIVING LTD. 


are excepuons. Like driver Bethem SLUCE ie as 
t 


Chicago who spent two years in hiding after she accelerated to 70 mph. “She was shouting 


“Providi Ex NER SE ies knocking down a little girl in a remote country ‘murderer, murderer’,” said the victim. "I ham- 
roviding Home Health Care Supplies es i ; : : s 
& Service to Albertans since 1970" lane and failing to stop. Consumed by guilt she mered on the windshield and screamed I'm a 
eventually gave herself up, only to be informed cyclist’, but she just turned the windshield wipers 
15819 Stony Plain Road that her victim had actually been a goat wearinga on.” She was eventually stopped by a police road- 
Edmonton, Alberta T5P 327 Bus. (403) 483-1762 bonnet. In France, meanwhile, Cecile Pork drove block, but remained unrepentant. "My only 
Toll-Free Alberta: 1-800-252-9368 Fone eels for eight miles with a cyclist spread-eagled across regret," she later declared. "Is that I didn't drive 
her windshield, refusing to Stop because she into a wall and squash him like a truffle.” 4 
a. e > 
heally desperate for the limelight — 
Some people will do anything to get on stage. about singing missionaries. Mr Charles, 41, of 
Witness actor Jonathan Hartman, 3 who, after a Ohio, had spotted an advert for “Genuine earless 
6108 - 28 Avenue succession of theatrical rejections, harniow AE Seed ina local paper. Having had no work 
iberta two pages to his will requesting that his skull be for three years he decided “to go for it” and, heavi- 
Edmonton * A donated to the Royal Shakespeare Company for ly inebriated, removed both the appendages with a 
use in the grave scene in Hamlet. His only stipula- hacksaw. He arrived at the audition, bandaged but 
= tion is a program credit reading “The skull of confident, only to be informed that the paper had 
Cit Centre Yorick is played by the skull of Jonathan made a printing error and the advert should actu- 
Hartman”. He will of course be dead by the time ally have read “Genuine fearless performers.” He is 
Lock & Key he gets his big break, unlike Luther Charles who now undergoing psychiatric treatment. 4» 


recently cut off his ears to land a role in a play 


Keys for Home, Auto, Commercial 
Locks Rekeyed & Repaired 


Unforseen hazards on the links 


Golf has recently become the sort.of high-risk sport ^ his feat, leaping onto his golf cart and careering 


Licensed Locksmith Garry Anderson 
611-1st Street S.W. Owner/Operator 
Calgary, AB., T2P 3B1 Phone: 234-9547 


D E BT T L K TM that makes kick-boxing look like a pensioner’s crib- ^ euphorically around the course. "He didn't see the 
ex A bage afternoon. In California a celebrity tourna- toilet because it was hidden behind a hummock," 
(The Debt Stress Line) ment was marred when ex-President George Bush explained a fellow player. "he just flew over the 
423-DEBT hit a ball into a woman's face, leaving her needing hump, screamed ‘Christ, a bog!’ and crashed 
(3328) 11 stitches; while another former president, Gerald straight into it." Four people were using the toilet 
Edmonton C ali ^ "Zimbabwe whi ^ > time, tw wW Ne i rinj 
Tol-Fiee 1.000 NS Ford, hurt a little boy in Zimbabwe, mean vhile, at the time, two of whom were seriously injured. 
initis t 49-year-old Eugenius Wimple put three people in one minute I was on the loo and the next I was 
Live Line: Mon-Fri 9 am to 5 pm eS C F 2 : : um e rui oos 
hospital after making a hole-in-one. Mr Wimple,of ^ straddling a golf buggy,” said one victim. “Next 
After Hours: Record-A-Message & Callback Service - : : : ae 
Harare, had become uncontrollably excited after time I'll go in the bushes.” 4 f 


Sponsored by: A.C Waring & Associates Inc 
Trustee in Bankruptcy 

Chartered Accountant, Certified Insolvency Practitioner 

* Confidential + Professional + Free Consultation 


Above articles compiled by Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London England's street-sold magazine. 
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Albert Ouelette has seen 


some hard times — 


perhaps the hardest 


thing has been losing 


touch with his three 


daughters. He says that 


when family court ruled against 


him, he was "one miserable, 


mad, ugly person" for awhile 


Finally, he got over being 


angry. "It isn't worth it,” 


a friend told him, "blaming 


people, wanting to get even 


isn't worth it. Best thing to 


do is get on with your life." 


The people who bring 
you Spare Change 


This newspaper exists because of 
the efforts of the people who sell it 
to you on the street, the vendors. 
For our vendors Spare Change i: 
a job that helps them to be indepen- 
dent and self-employed. Each issue 
we highlight one of our vendors in 
Vendor Profile to let you know a little 
bit about the people who bring you 
Spare Change. + 


couraging too. Albert isn't used to things 

going his way. Born near Kenora, and raised in 
Alberta, he didn't have much of a family life after age 
twelve. Now he doesn't see much of his mother or his 
two brothers. He would have liked to have a better life 
with his children. 


B: sometimes getting on with life can be dis- 


He's lived in Winnipeg, Fort McMurray and Calgary, 
but for the last sixteen years Albert's been in Edmonton. 


Albert is grateful to the friend who got him into 
being a Spare Change vendor, and now he knows 
someone else that he thinks should try it. He says it's 
not a lot of money, but it's good to have even a little 
to spend. 


Being a vendor can also be frustrating. Sometimes 
it's sharing the space with buskers or other vendors. 
And there's the customers. It's discouraging some- 
times to see people drive up in their expensive cars 
and look past him as if he isn't even there. A friend 
tells Albert he should smile more. He says sometimes 
he doesn't feel much like smiling. On the "not so 
good days" he's not sure it makes all that much differ- 
ence anyway. 

Though he doesn't always feel like smiling, Albert 
is the kind of person who appreciates friends and 


Spare 
Change 
Authorized 
Vendor 


All Spare Change vendors are required to wear an ID badge (contents above) and abide by a code of conduct. 
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kindness. He remembers a priest who once did him a 
good turn. He plans to go back and see that priest 
some time, just to say "thank you". After all, friends 
are like family. Back in Winnipeg he tried to put 
together a family business with his brother, but his 
brother was happier with the regular cheque from 
working in a fish factory. Albert wonders if he was a 
"domineering older brother," if that's why his brother 
preferred the fish factory to working for himself. 


A buddy of Albert's is trying to get over an addic- 
tion, and Albert hopes his buddy can stay clean. "It's 
important you don't knock yourself when you slip, 
just keep trying," says Albert. If you've been walking 


> with a crutch for so many years, it's not that easy to 


walk without it. Albert's been there. He lived on the 
street for awhile when he was a teenager, running 
away from a group home. He's had his battles with 
drugs and alcohol. 


But now Albert's doing better, and maybe someday 
he'll be in the right place at the right time to get a 
good job. And maybe someday he'll have someone 
who really cares about him... . 

Albert's exterior is a bit tough, but he's polite, tells 
it like it is, and you can't help but like him and wish 
him well. 4 


; Vendor Name 


Authorized by 
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SPARE CHANGE VENDOR’S CODE 
e | will be sober at all times while working : 
* | will be polite to all members of the public 
* | will vend only in areas that are authorized 


If you have any comments about our vendors, phone our distribution manager in your city (see page 5). 


Nott sell for a good read 


When I first read in the 

Edmonton Bou that Spare 
Change was coming to 
thought t 


town, I 
What a good idea 


I’ve had no reason to change my 


mind. I still think it's a very 
good idea, both for the v dors 
and the buyers 

Like many people wh 
never had to “live on the stre 


but who 


to be poor, I still resent being 


can appreciate NOW it Is 


asked for handouts. It's not that 
[think I'm superior to the peo- 
ple approaching me. Quite the 
contrary. There've been times 
when I've felt close to taking 
desperate measures myself. 


But I do feel vulnerable. I'm a 


woman and I'm single, so gener- 
ally I’m getting from placet to 
place on my own. And I don't 


own a Car, so I can't ow 
myself in a glass and metal shell 
and just step on the gas pedal 
and speed away if someone 
bothers me. 

I’m also a bit old-fashioned. 
(Perhaps that came from listen- 
ing to too many of my grand- 
mother’s stories and from read- 
ing too many Jane Austen novels 
when I was young.) I feel rather 
insulted if l'm approached on a 
city street by someone I don't 
know. It seems disrespectful; it's 
invading mv space. 


CAN 


SONY RGA HITACH Æ” MAYTAG 


At the same time as I have all 
these reservations about people 
asking me for handouts, I feel | 
have a responsibility to help out 
where I can. After all, financial 
success in life has a lot to do 
with luck. Sometim 
nore than coincidence that 


some of us are on the street and 


es it's little 


some of us aren’t. Like it or not, 


we are all in this society togethe 


I'm a regular buyer of Spare 
Change. What it offers me is a1 
opportunity to help, but it does 


n't intrude on me. Most vend 
are pleasant and cour 
don’t make me feel vulnerable, 
insulted or guilty. They also stay 
in one place, so I have a choice 
of whether or not I want to 
approach them. 


teous. They 


Furthermore, because I’m a 
writer, | have a reverence for the 
printed word. And Spare 
Change offers me a perspective 
and an audience that I might 
otherwise miss. Not a few of the 
great writers of the past - Charles 
Dickens, Thomas Hardy - some- 
times had to resort to desperate 
measures, like getting up on soap 
boxes, to have their voices heard. 

Thanks for the opportunity, 
and may the "good idea" grow 
and grow. < 
ALLISON KYDD 
EDMONTON 


DA 5 LOWEST PRICE 


Friends of Spare Change looks at 
starting a small develo; pment bank 


no otl 
started in a 


for tools or 


\ small loan 


iob or business, cot 


n the last months a group of supporters have ier chance. 
has formed under the name of Friends of to get 
Spare Change. the difference between depe 


[he group wants to work in the same vein as 


ild mean 
ndence and self-suf- 
iency for many people 

the newspaper, assisting the people who sell the This « 
paper to make ends meet. Friends has settlec 
on a solid project to aid people who are ready 
r themselves financially. We 


ept has worked around the world 


but hasn’t been tried h ere yet. 


We need people, energy and ideas to make 


to WO etter , | i 1 
tk and bett his happen. If vou might be interested, give 
are Birds starting a small business devel Op- Diac 
| tal f T I project manager Gord Poschwatta a call at 
ment bank, a pool of capital for small loans, a: 
ano. i Spare Change, 423-2285. 4 
a Way vphic cv apt inity io those who 


CALGARY EDMONTON The Bissell Centre 


* Bissell Child Care needs large 


Striking a balance, 
a community conference on E 
: e orks, construction pe 

Calgary’s street population. a sustainable Edmonton att 

* Coming up June 9, 10, 11 at 
GMCC downtown. With 
speakers from around the 
world, displays and discussion 
on the future for Edmonton. 
A low income registration fee 
is available. Call 425-3913. 

* Spare Change includes this 
free notice section for good 
causes. SEND YOUR NOTICES 
30 words or less, to our Calgary ° 
or Edmonton offices by the 
10th of the month. Space is 
limited, some notices may not 
be published, 


Calgary Urban Project Society : 3 
l i diapers, small spoons and 


* Volunteers needed to work with iper, nat- 
uit juices. If you can 


Yelp, please call 429-4126. 


Narcotics Anonymous 


Opportunities available for 
front line service delivery and 


nurses. Call 221-8789. 


"rugs! Have you tried to stop, 
ut can't? Narcotics 
Anonymous is a group of 


* Donations of work boots, run- 
ning shoes, jeans, sweat pants 
and men's socks and underwear 


ire needed. Call 221-8790 'ecovering addicts who can 
are needed. Call ZZ1-5/ 


Yelp. Call 421-4429 (24 hours) 
for more information. 


Spare Change Calgary 

* Looking for writers who are 
willing to help in the develop- 
ment of material for the 
newspaper. Call Ed Greanya 
at 221-8790. 


Union Theatre, Die-Nasty 
l'hanks to Ian Ferguson of 
Union Theatre, for giving 
Spare Change vendors passes 
to the weekly, improvised soap 
opera, 8 pm at the Chinook 
Theatre, 10320-83 Ave 4 


LA-Z-BOY #Broyhill E patuser Sklar-Pepple Natu zzi 


HOTPOINT (« 


For the long run. \ | 


ON A HUGE SELECTION OF BRAND 
NAME HOME FURNISHINGS, BEDDING, 


APPLIANCES AND ELECTRONICS " 


"^ BRICK 


*THE BRICK WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S ADVERTISED PRICE IN CANADA. COMPLETE DETAILS POSTED AT THE BRICK. 


Call Us Direct At; 


le 4917 3 


137 AVE. & 127 ST. 99 ST. & ARGYLL RD. 
456-5555 438-3511 
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Changing the 
kindness of Canada 


$ the government at war against the poor? 

That's what Canada’s National Anti-Poverty 

Organization wants to know. They're con- 
cerned that the federal government is taking apart 
the Canada Assistance Plan, CAP. Ending CAP will 
have a huge effect on the “social welfare” nature of 
our country, they say. 

The way things are going, we’re moving from 
clean streets to mean streets. 

“Without CAP, homelessness and hunger in 
Canada could skyrocket to U.S. levels,” says the 
Anti-Poverty Organization. The clean and relative- 
ly comfortable state of our country could degener- 
ate as we become more like the U.S., with it’s ghet- 
to districts of poverty. 

There are many poor people in Canada now, 
people living on the edge with very little. The Anti- 
Poverty Organization says the number of people 
on the streets could grow tremendously and the 
effects of utter poverty could be felt by many more 
people if the planned changes are carried through. 

What is Ottawa doing? They say they are hand- 
ing over control, and less money, to the provinces 
to run social services and the social safety net for 


Assistance Plan they are abolishing four conditions - 


that have been tied to federal money for provincial 
social programs. These conditions helped the 
entire country have some province-to-province 
consistency in social services, they were the 
national standards. 

The changes are in Bill C-76, the federal budget 
bill. It gives less money, and all the decisions about 
standards, over to the provinces. It effectively cuts 
out the national standards that make Camada a 
kinder country. 

"The CAP is the only place in Canadian Law 
that gives people economic human rights," writes 
the Anti-Poverty Organization. Those rights under 
CAP were: 

* theright to income when in need 


* theright to an amount of income that takes 
into account budgetary requirements 


* the right to appeal 
* theright to not have to work for welfare 

Social services aren't the only things affected by 
the federal budget. The federal government wants 
to give a lot less money to the provinces for edu- 
cation and health care, too. And to sell the huge 
cut in money to the provinces, the federal govern- 
ment is taking off some of the strings it always 
had attached. It's cutting out the national stan- 
dards the provinces had to keep up with to get 
that money before. This is a major change in the 
way Canada is run, the kinder, gentler country we 
have had. Most Canadians don't even know about 
it, it's all technical: transfer payments and all that. 
The effects will be technical too, very technical in 
some of the kitchen cupboards of some of 
Canada's poorest families. 


The Anti-Poverty Organization is mounting a 
campaign against these changes in the federal bud- 
get bill, Bill C-76. They're also worried about what 
will happen to the Canada's medicare standards, 
for exactly the same reasons. 


The feds are proposing to completely phase out 
with medicare. One example was how the Alberta 
government stopped extra-billing by doctors when 
the federal government threatened to cut its health 
care money. But now the Anti-Poverty 
Organization says: "There is no way around it: 
when the cash contribution is gone, so are 
Canadian health standards." 


The federal government wants to take money, 
and national standards, out of social services, and 
take money and national standards out of 
medicare. They say they are doing it to save money 
but the effects will be much greater. 

Something big is being changed about Canada 
and our social safety net and so far there's very lit- 
tle national discussion or agreement. The National 
Anti-Poverty Organization deserves our thanks for 
drawing this to our attention. + 


KEITH WILEY 


THANKS FOR CONTRIBUTIONS THIS MONTH: 


Deanna Douglas, our movie reviewer in Edmonton Linda Dumont, our most regular writer in Edmonton * Dave Jones, 
as é 


from Edmonton, for cartoons * Diane Scott, another Edmonton cartoonist « Claudette Languedoc, writer in Calgary * 
Cal Kennedy, photographer in Edmonton * Marjorie Bencz and Deanna Williamson in Edmonton * Allison Kydd, 
Edmonton writer + Mary Jane Buchanan for our feature story and photos in Edmonton * and Susan Andrews from 


Vancouver for the crossword. 4 


EDMONTON: 
The Bissell Centre 


Helping People Help Themselves 


Publishers: The Bissell Centre, 

Calgary Urban Project Society, Edmonton 
City Centre Church Corporation 
General Manager: Gord Poschwatta 
Editor: Keith Wiley 

Proofreader: Megan Collins 

Design & Layout: Jang & Willson Design 


JUNE 


10527-96 Street * Edmonton * AB * TSH 2H6 
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Opinions expressed in this newspaper are not necessarily 
those of Spare Change, the editors or publishers. 


Spare Change is published to provide a voice and 
employment for people who have no spare change. 
Spare Change gratefully acknowledges the inspiration 
and support of Michael McCarthy and Vancouver 
Spare Change. However this publication is not 
officially associated with any other publication. 


1995 * 


CALGARY: 

Calgary Urban Project Society (CUPS) 

128 - 7th Avenue SE * Calgary * AB * T2G 0H5 
Phone: 221-8790 * Fax: 221-8791 


VOLUME 


CREDIT: 


Spare Change welcomes your contribution. 
Letters sent to the editor are assumed to be for publication, 
unless otherwise indicated. Spare Change welcomes 


WHAT COULD HAPPEN 
TO PEOPLE ON WELFARE 


D. r came To B.C FROM NEWFOUNDLAND 
LOOKING FOR WORK. 

PLEASE CAN IL APPLY FOR. 

WELFARE ? 
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ui WELFARE BECAUSE 
YOU ARE*EMPLOYABLE’ 


_ THAT APPLIES TO PEOPLE 
Z»FFRONM ALL PROVINCES. 


pe 2, 


Ive JUST LOST MY JOB 4 


TO PAY FOR. FQOD 
if NA p AND RENT. 


YOU'RE OUT OF LUCK. 4 
OuR BUDGET IS ALL SPENT. 7 
HAMUA- WE CAN'T AFFORD 7A 
e 7.45 , TO PUT ANYONE ELSE 4 
RAS Ee ON WELFARE. 

y ORN : AN 
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VER U n ra om 
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LOOKING FOR WORK, 
AND HAVE TO GET SOME 
FOOD BEFORE I STARVE! 


2 SORRY. WE DON'T 
GIVE TO PEOPLE ~ 
FROM OTHER 
PROVINCES. 


EA BUT THAT'S ILLEGAL ! 3 
YOU CAN'T DENY WELFARE 3 

NOBECAUSE OF WHERE 

i . YM FROM, / 

WZ I WANT TO APPEAL” » 


SORRY. WE ABOLISHED 
OUR APPEAL PROCESS 
WHEN THE LIBERALS 3 


QwE'RE DESPERATE] @ GEE. I WISH I COULD GET 
FOR WELFARE. 98 ( a REAL JOB WITH REAL 
Ww WE HAVE 1AM WAGES INSTEAD OF 
HNO FOOD: ARN ~A JUST WORKING FOR 
Be 29 WELFARE /— 

AST w^ * poco 


SLA 
; iu b 
7 / Zo Vul 
ty, riNRI 7 
{YOU CAN WORK 
40 HOURS PER WEEK 
FOR YOUR WELFARE 
BENEAITS , 
AT THE 


" 


rni SORRY 


$10 PER HOUR 15 
^ TOO MUCH TO PAY 


c Dt 
d om N 
Cee Ss, WELFARE |$ 
E Wa TO WORK 
IE nee FOR FREE. 
UE: NT SS 1 


NATIONAL ANTI-POVERTY ORGANIZATION 


2 * NUMBER 3 


SASKATOON: 

127 Avenue D North 

Saskatoon * SK * S7L |M5 
Phone: 664-8848 * Fax: 664-8842 


E-MAIL 
ADDRESS: 


sparechg@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


written submissions, particularly those on IBM or Mac 
compatible computer disk, cartoons, photographs or 
artwork. Spare Change cannot accept responsibility 

for any submission. No part of this newspaper may be 
reproduced in any form without written permission from 
Spare Change. + 
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Maggie is the "Grandmother" of CANDORA. Maggie gives a hug to Ann Nikolai, who leads the Lifeskills : 


B Y M-AR Y JANE B UJ C.H ÀA NA N 


The feeling of being not alone, of being connect- She's now an ot 

ed to others, is vitally human and it's something Through her expen 
many women have found through the CANDORA she is a gifted, socia. 
Society, a unique community project in Northeast offer. She wants to gi 
Edmonton. The project was initiated in 1987 by activities, especially v 


"i Edmonton Community and Family Services and Dorothy came to C 
I a D ID e 1 n d d a a I1 d Grant MacEwan Community College but has since whelming burden, cari 
grown to be very much an effort by the women of disturbed teenage son. 


E Abbottsfield and Rundle to develop a mutual sup- one with these kinds of, 
Sl l iff y C J oset. Ni O all. port system for themselves and their families. CANDORA and found ot 
CANDORA stands for Can Do in Rundle and and that by talking about 
° Abbottsfield and its philosophy of grassroots lead- I'm even finding that ther 
S u OC a t 1 I1 E T OI ] ] a ] d E k O f ership and community ownership is very much the problems before they g 
reflected in the stories of the women who frequent Dorothy has found help for 
E ] ° h t Th k the Community Centre located in Room 248 of the youngest child who has mec 
Abbottsfield Mall. CANDORA group has learnec 
air, no light. Then, a crac 


"The first time I came here I could barely speak. and is attempting to start à di 


° I felt sick to my stomach, I was so nervous about Services about some of the chi 
O 1 pz t S OQ WS t !g O u P d n having contact with other people - I had just been 


CANDORA women are ready 


at home, totally isolated, for so long . . ." says other. Together they are dealing 

° ° ° Audrey, one woman who has really been changed cult situations, raising children o 

yo u h ear d VOI C e a S k 1 ng Í f by her experience at CANDORA. She began with coping with teenage sons out of c 

native craft courses and went on to a host of other ters hooked on drugs. They know 

p courses, prenatal care, fire prevention, first aid, trying to cope alone in a neighbou 

you are d Íri B. h E hostessing and more, all co-ordinated through child welfare workers are ready to p 
CANDORA. 


their children are in real trouble, an 
moment before. 


Community program helps neighbourhood 


women join together and survive 
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Dorothy (left) and Isabelle (right). Dorothy is the mother of /2 
children, 5 of whom still live at home. 
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cills Session every Tuesday at CANDORA. 


an outreach worker with CANDORA. Government funding received for the CANDO- 
experiences here Audrey discovered RA Community Centre now goes directly into 
sociable person who has a lot to things such as: paying women for hours they work 
s to go on to jobs in native outreach as Personal and Community Enrichment 

ally with teens. Employees; operating a collective kitchen; provid- 

> to CANDORA with an over- ing free childcare to participants, and initiating a 

1, caring for five children, one a 10-week skill development program that will assist 
son. “| felt like I was the only women to turn their skills into small money-mak- 

ds of problems. Then I came to ing ventures. 


nd other people have them too, Another CANDORA participant was recently 
about it I somehow feel lighter. widowed after 23 years of marriage. Her young 

t there are ways to cope with adult son still lives with her and has been acutely 
hey get out of control.” suicidal during this past year. This woman feels 

Ip for her son, and for her that the only reason she and her family have made 
s medical problems. The it through this stressful time is because of the con- 
arned from Dorothy too, cern and involvement of her friends at CANDORA. 
t a discussion with Social ‘Tve been through so much . . . even my son now 
e child welfare policies. feels comfortable with this group of women." 


ready to stick up for each Being comfortable with other people is a lot 
aling with many diffi- of what CANDORA is all about. Isabelle, the 
ren on social assistance, ^ Society's Daycare Supervisor, sums it up: “I like it 
it of control, or daugh- here because we're such a multicultural group 
now the isolation of but there is no racism. I'm accepted for just who 
hbourhood where I am and not made to feel weird or different. 


7 to pounce when It's like living in a completely different world from Audrey with her 3-year-old daughter. 
e, and not a the rest of Edmonton." 4 
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DYNASTY 
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KELVIN CHAN 
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10316-76 Avenue 
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BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


An Association of Independent Law Practices 


JIM D. BRAIDEN 
B.A., LLB 
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SUITE 810, 10055 - 106 STREET 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5J 2Y2 
TELEPHONE: (403) 421-4477 
FAX: (403) 420-1013 


KAYE A. LANGAGER, B.A., C.L.U 


11922 - 121A Street 


Telephone: 452-6440 


Boulevard Home Hardware 


9562-111 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5G 0A7 
Telephone (403) 477-1038 
Fax (403) 477-8089 
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Groat Road Service (1976) Ltd. 


10704 Groat Road 
Edmonton, Alberta 
TSM 338 


“We want you to come back” 


Bob Hamblin 
Manager 


Great Food 
The Comfortable 
Pub 


MicKeY FinNS 


taphouse 


"Newest" Pub 


10511a 82nd Ave., Edmonton, Alta. T6E 2A3 


government the authorities 


- Metis Urban Housing A 


porporatlon | 


E Edmonton, Alberta T5L 0A2 


Bus: 454-1144 


Alternative Music 


Wed. & Sun. Evenings 


The Canada Social Transfer: 


he Federal government plans to replace 

current social service, health care, and 

post-secondary education funding to the 
provinces with the Canada Social Transfer (CST). 
This change threatens programs that have been 
vital to the well-being of Canadians for decades. 
Bill C-76 will see a block fund called the Canada 
Social Transfer (CST) replacing the Canada 
Assistance Plan (CAP) and the Established 
Programs Financing Arrangement (EPF). 

The sales pitch for this move is that it will 
increase the freedom for individual provinces 
to set their own guiding principles for social 
services, health care, and post-secondary edu- 
cation. However, we just have to review history 
to see the deprivation and disparity which 
occurs without national 
standards. 


“Governments stumbled 
from crisis to crisis, adopting 
band-aid solutions that 
often became part of the 
problem. At every level of 


= r -and 


not the cause, trying vainly 
to hold down the lid on the 
bubbling kettle of protest. If 
single transients clog the 
streets of the big cities — get 
them out of sight. If radicals 
demand a better deal for the 
jobless — jail them. If “‘for- 
eigners” ask for relief — 
deport them. If farmers stage hunger strikes — 
disperse them with police billies". 

Pierre Berton, The Great Depression 

Some painful events happened before we had 
national standards and some of these events led 
to the development of national standards. 

CAP, established in 1966, is a federal-provin- 
cial cost share program that has been a source of 
financial assistance for millions of low income 
Canadians. The plan helps finance provincial 
welfare programs, and it provides money for 
programs that lessen or prevent poverty and 
child neglect. In order for provinces and territo- 
ries to receive federal money, CAP requires that 
levels of assistance must be based on recipients' 
basic needs and that assistance cannot be denied 
to people coming from other provinces. CAP 
also prohibits compulsory participation in 
employment-related (workfare) programs and 
requires there be an appeal process. Under Bill 
C-76, CAP will be repealed as of April 1, 1996. 
Except for the right to income assistance regard- 
less of which province an individual is from, all 
other rights currently part of CAP will be gone. 

The EPF was.established in 1977, so that the 
federal government made annual contributions 
to cover a big part of the cost of provincial 
health care and post-secondary education. EPF 
made it possible for post-secondary institutions 
to provide higher education without excessive 
tuition fees, and it was designed to guarantee 
universal access to comprehensive medical and 


The CST spells the 
demise of the universal 
welfare state built on 
values of equality, care 


No longer will Canadians 
be able to pride 
tliemselves as a people 
who believe in equality. 


etant step backwards 


BY DEANNA WILLIAMSON & MARJORIE BENCZ 


hospital services. The cash contribution is close- 
ly tied to provinces' staying within the princi- 
ples of the Canada Health Act - that medical 
and hospital services be universal, accessible, 
comprehensive, portable, and publicly adminis- 
tered. Bill C-76 will result in cash to the 
provinces going down to zero over the next ten 
years. When this happens, the Federal govern- 
ment will have no way to ensure that provinces 
comply with the principles of the Canada 
Health Act. 

The degree to which the federal government 
has been willing to insist that provinces meet 
national standards has been questionable. 
However, there is little doubt that the federal 
government's authority to withhold provincial 
transfers has helped keep 
provinces from breaking 
national standards. 
National standards have 
prevented the develop- 
ment of a patchwork of 
uncoordinated programs 
toss the country. 


neatly 


result in that patchwork of 
programs that vary from 
province to province. 
Instead of being guided by 
a commitment to the well- 
being of all Canadians, 
this patchwork will be 
affected by provincial 
deficits and by political whims. 

With the demise of national standards and 
with increased competition for less money 
under the CST, Canadians should not be sur: 
prised to see changes such as the re-appearance 
of extra-billing by doctors, hospital user fees, the 
end of child-care subsidies, the end of welfare 
coverage for certain groups such as single 
employables, and tuition fees that only the 
wealthy can afford. 


The Canadian Council on Social 
Development (CCSD) and the National Anti- 
Poverty Organization (NAPO) have expressed 
concern that the CST will play social services, 
health care, and post-secondary education 
against each other. Both organizations fear that 
social services will lose the battle because oppo- 
sition to health care and post-secondary educa- 
tion cuts is likely to be much louder than the 
opposition to social service spending cuts. 

Although the proposed Canada Social 
Transfer appears to be a small change in federal- 
provincial funding, it is one giant step back- 
wards in time. One giant step back to a time 
characterized by widespread poverty, private 
charities, education reserved for the rich, and 
unaffordable health care. The CST spells the 
demise of the universal welfare state built on 
values of equality, care and compassion. No 
longer will Canadians be able to pride them- 
selves as a people who believe in equality. + 
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BY CLAUDETTE LANGUEDOC 


he fact that Merle is able to 
walk and talk is a testament to 
the strength and resilience of 


the human body. The fact that Merle 
is clean of drugs and able to find joy 
in living every day is a testament to 
the strength and resilience of the 
human spirit. 


Merle’s life began in southern 
Ontario where he was the second of 
what was to be seven children. When 
he was five his family moved to 
Calgary and by the time he was 
eleven he was calling its streets his 
home. He had completed grade five 
and had seen more of the seamier side 
of life than most of us will ever know. 

1 he was thirteen he startec 


Wher í ] 
(conne anamesat X 


ate bid to belong to the older 
ger group of boys in the institution 
where he lived. Two years later he 
needed 73 stitches in his arm to sew 


up a suicide attempt. 


Merle is thirty-eight now and 
throughout his life a need to belong 
has dominated his existence. After 
serving five years for drug dealing, 
Merle got a respite from his gnawing 
sense of isolation when he met Deb. 
When Merle spotted her across the 
room at a party, “I knew I had to have 
her.” He spent the next month 
romancing her and then they set up 
house together. 


Deb suffers from Muscular 


Se en ean > 


and big- head 


Atrophy, a disease similar to, but dif- 
ferent from, Muscular Dystrophy, and 


Li 


t 


were to fall back she could not 
lift it up again and she could asphyxi- 
ate. During their time together Merle 
rarely left the house. But their love 
was strong. Merle stayed off drugs and 
he finally had someone to whom he 
really belonged. Someone who need- 
ed him as much as he needed her. 


Deb and Merle were thrilled when 
they learned that she was pregnant. 
Deb's disease made her pregnancy a 
risky one and she spent the last 
month in the hospital while Merle 
slept on a mattress on the floor beside 
her. Jesse was born with asthma and 
was stuck full of tubes in order to get 
the oxygen he needed. When they 


A Christian Association for the Mentally Handicapped of Alberta 


y THOMAS SKINNER & SON LTD. 


MACHINE TOOLS & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLIES SINCE 1904 


DERRICK WOOD 


BRANCH MANAGER 


9407 - 51ST AVE., EDMONTON, ALTA.. CANADA T6E 4W8 


PH: (403) 435-3928 
FAX: (403) 436-2283 


or 1-800-661-9429 
Administration Office: #104, 5013 - 48 Street, Stony Plain, AB T7Z 1L8 
Phone: 963-4044 Fax: 963-3075 Executive Director: Wally Mulder 


decided to take all 
the tubes out of 
Jesse’s body and let 
nature take its 
course, Merle held 
his eight day - old 
son while he died. 
After ten years with 
Deb, Merle left. The 
confinement in 
their house had 
taken its toll and 
the spaces between 
fights were becom- 
ing too short. He 
returned to the 
streets, to odd jobs 
and welfare, and to the needle. He 


illed Deb every day to make sure sh 


his new friends and the drugs that 
ruled their lives. 

Eight years later, his body looking 
like “somebody’s personal dart 
board," Merle threw away his needles 
and spoons and decided that if he 
had survived this long then, "the man 
upstairs must want something from 
me." He had a grade five education, 
asthma, schizophrenia and huge 
infections all along his arms. But life 
was looking up. 

How could life possibly be looking 
up? 

The road to drugs and the escape it 
brings is different for everyone, as is 
the road to recovery. Merle's recovery 


"VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
*RESIDENTIAL SERVICES 
"SUMMER CAMP PROGRAM 


*SONRISE BIBLE CAMP RENTAL 


Christian Ministries 


W. Lutz Construction 


Bus: (403) 462-8937 


498-0791 


Fax: (403) 466-4614 


RUCKING LTD. 53434 Range Road 213 


Ardrossan, Alberta T8G 2B3 


"Working for a Better Tomorrow" 


Box 1418 
Stony Plain, AB 
Phone: (403) 963-5721 


Specializing in Oilfield Construction 


now centered on sense 


started at CUPS, a Calgary street 
agency. He went there first for clean 
needles and eventually started to see 
one of the counselors. He was diag- 
nosed as having schizophrenia. Merle 
says that dealing with this disease has 
been the most important thing he 
ever did in his life. It's like going up a 
mountain road with no guard rails, 
with constant, unexpected falls off 
the edge, he says. He was finally 
beginning to see why he always felt as 
if he were on the outside. 

Today Merle works as a volunteer 
at CUPS and feels he is now making 
"real friends, people who care about 
who you are and not what you can 
get for them." While he has only 
heen clear 


1 è " E 1 
fo 1 Short w he feels 


of the world around him, "Like a 
shade has come off the light and I can 
see better." He says he is the kind of 
person who needs to be needed and 
his work at CUPS gives him the 
opportunity to give back. 

So, despite the fact that he needs 
constant medical attention for asth- 
ma and schizophrenia, that he only 
has two veins left from which the 
doctors can draw blood, and he has to 
deal with the recurring urge to go 
back to drugs, life is looking up for 
Merle. He's getting the medical atten- 
tion he needs, and he's making the 
kind of friends who want him to be 
all that he can. Merle is not on the 
outside anymore. 4* 


Thank you advertisers 
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ATHLETIC & 
RELAXATION 

MASSAGE CLINIC 

#203, 25 St. Michael Street, 
St.Albert,AB, TN 1C7 

Phone 460-9679 


FIBERTEL 
COMMUNICATIONS LTD. 
#201, 1761 1-105 Avenue, 

Fort Saskatchewan,AB.,15S IT! 
Phone 444-6474 


THOMPSON 
MECHANICAL SERVICES 
43,11110-88 Avenue, 

Fort Saskatchewan, AB., T8L 3K2 
Phone 992-0586 


and is more aware - 


TUNE-UPS 
BRAKES 


& ALIGNMENT 


16847 - 
447-1121 


YES!!! 


We Do Windows 


Rate Per Hour: 


FRONT END REPAIRS 


IMPORTS & DOMESTICS 


We're working hard 
to be Your Mechanic 


129 Avenue 


do yard work $7.00 
and landscaping 


do all sorts 
of spring cleaning 


can assist you in your 
home renovation projects 


can help you move $8.00 


do a variety of tasks, 
just ask!!! 


For reliable skilled and non-skilled help, 


CALL 424-4385 


Bissell Centre's 
Casual Labour Office 


(We are a non-profit agency, hence we do not accept 
any referral fees from employers or workers. 
The minimum duration of work (or pay) is 3 hours) 


FACTORY DIRECT 


HOTTUBS 


Check out 
FACTORY DIRECT’S SPAS 
before you get into hot water. 


FACTORY DIRECT HOTTUBS IS 
I N1 THIS ENTREPRE 
NEWSPAPER. GOOD LUCK TO ALL THE VENDORS 


RIAL SPIRITED 


1502 MERIDIAN RD. NE 
(corner of Barlow Tr. & 16 Ave. NE) 
STORE HOURS: 
Mon-Fri 10:00 am - 8:00 pm 
Sat 10:00 am - 5:00 pm * Sun 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm 
Tel: 273-4928 + Fax: 273-4746 


$6.00 - $7.50 


$7.00 - $14.00 


$6.00 and up 


BY DEANNA DOUGLAS 


ummer is here, and with it every 

Hollywood fan’s dream come true. Almost 

every Friday from mid-May to Labour Day 
brings the release of another romance or action 
picture, as well as a few movies for the younger 
set. If those are the films for you, keep your eyes 
on the listings for the coming months. There 
just may be a few flicks you won't want to miss. 

Both action and drama fans will find some- 
thing to watch in Crimson Tide. Gene 
Hackman (Unforgiven, The French 
Connection, Mississippi Burning) is true to 
form, pulling off a strong performance as the 
crusty captain of a US submarine. And Denzel 
Washington (Philadelphia, Glory, Much Ado 
About 
Nothing) 
brings us 
another por- 
trayal of a 
strong, quiet 
man who 
must follow 
his inner con- v 
victions, 
whatever the VN Sad 
conse- w- 
quences. S 
The sup- 

porting cast is 
solid, but it is 
the tension 
between the 
lead charac- 
ters that 
makes or 
breaks this movie. Hackman and Washington 
both know what they believe in, and are willing 
to do whatever it takes to achieve it. Ultimately, 
Crimson Tide isn't about army regulations, the 
‘American dream, or some of the self-serving - 


bene Hackman takes on 
the world in Crimson Tide ( 
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The premise of the film is that an armed 
uprising in Russia has put nuclear arms into the 
hands of a revolutionary group. As the situation 
escalates, the missiles are pointed at the US and 


Japan. Enter the USS Alabama, sent to the Asian 


coastline as the first line of defense. Throw in 
an unidentified submarine, a garbled radio mes- 
sage - Hackman and Washington do the rest. 

The script is intelligent but it certainly stays 
within the limits imposed by the Hollywood 
action tradition. Although that was disappoint- 
ing and minimized the suspense potential, 
there were enough power struggles and twists in 
the plot to hold our attention. 


It is ironic and more than a little frightening 
that, in the wake of the Cold War, we find our- 
selves in even greater danger of nuclear war. 

Whether we 


"ye" ; : have more to 
à - - 
a Vn fA fear from 


unstable for- 
mer super- 
powers, new- 
comers to the 
arms ràce;or 
trigger-happy 
Military men 
is open to dis- 
cussion. 
Crimson Tide 
just scratches 
the surface of 
these issues. 
But it may be 
enough to 
start us think- 
ing about ten- 
sions on the 
international front as the millennium draws to 
a close. 


I challenge everyone who decides to invest 
their time and money in this picture to.spend a 


DEBEAS enjoy the comfort 


of using your own Spa. 


> if socializing and/or therapy, there is 
nothing like having your own Spa. 
* Calgary’s only Spa Manufacturer 
* Guaranteed fair pricing policy 
* No commission sales staff * Free Spa water testing 
> invite all our customers to tour our state-of-the- 
art Factory and then try out our finished Spas. 


Please don't forget to bring your bathing suits. 


agendas we have seen drive recent military 
films. Instead it is about the ideas and fears that 
motivate us in the best - and worst — of times. 


little time considering our responsibilities and 
alternatives for action as members of Canada, 
NATO and the global village. 4 
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| High bridge (7) 
5$ Lady of green onions?! (7) 


9  Watery ditches 
around castles (5) 


10 Convex-spined equine (5,4) 
12 Car race (4) 

I3 Crying vegetable (5) 

I4 Lean (4) 

I7 Shortened academy (4) 


I9 Fr.french fries: 
pommes _ (6) 


21 Share (3) 

22 Moral principles (6) 

23 Clear the way! (4) 

27 Call back to you (4) 

29 Change (5) 

30 Strong emotion (4) 

33 Small, sweet fruit (9) 

34 On top (5) 

35 A location or a speech? (7) 
36 Sound of equine greetings (7) 


œ Puzzle |7answers will be published 
in the July issue of Spare Change. 
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/ Pretty good 
breakfast, Bob. 


BY SUSAN ANDREWS 
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Let's get 
back to the bush; 
e > 
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18 
20 


26 
28 
3l 

32 


Bloodsucker (7) 


Theda Bara, 
all mixed up (4,5) 


Latin bear (4) 

Despot (6) 

Soreness (4) 

Not willing (5) 

Loot (7) 

Acidity (4) 

Tree (5) 

Musical instrument 
takes guts? (5) 

Fluid from a wound (3) 
In that case (9) 
Opposite of Oedipus (7) 


Weaselly sort who 
digs things out (7) 


All (4) 

Apprentice MD (6) 
Sharpened (5) 

Brazilian soccer player (4) 
Cop looking for drugs (4) 


X Natural Xc” 


Bad times, 
mood times 
hin dime, 


SUDDEN VIOLENCE 


Many a lost people 
trying.to understand 
why life's mystery 
isthe way it is, 
loss-of life in sudden 
violence 


HERE I STAND 


Here I stand 

For all the world to see 
Me. 

Standing here 

Begging for nickels 
And dimes 


Somewhere along the way angi = 
I seemed to have lost Sau: ; SPARE 
Y My momentum. peoples lives. CHANGE 
Here I stand Living on the street 
Without hope in the cold unfeeling city JUNE 
No job in sight. dying in sorrow 1995 


Giving up 

Without a fight 

Just don’t seem right. 
But what can I do 

I seemed to have lost 
My momentum. 


dying in obscurity 
bereft of all elegance. 


Often ttue'and moving stories 
come out most powerfully in verse. 
Street people and'other- people often 

find poetry comes easilyeThese poems 
are a small selection of some of the 
Verse stories we have seén. 


Looking for something 
moved to the big city 
hope for a better life 
only to find no one cares 
no one gives a passing 
glance. 


PATRICK GOODSWIMMER 


This conerete jungle 

breeds indifference 

people. without empathy 
looking out for nurhber one 
love —hate, there's no 
balance; 


THE CHILD 


A whimper in the night 
Awakens the deepest sleeper. 
They know not who is weeping 


RICH AND POOR 


So they fall back asleep. 


Again they are awakened by the whimper 
A quiet plea in the silent night. 
Thev still know not who is weeping 


So again they fall back asleep. 


m E ee iets as alioi: ae 


Some are rich some are poof. 


l'hose that are rich have more money 
and they cover more.wants 


ist n ge, 


People on the street 
living without feeling 
violence controls 


order to keep liviug EE 
The next night they are awakened. PATRICK GOODSWIMMER 
It is the weeping again, only louder. 
Frustrated by the search 
But cannot find the one who cries. 


They might have wants like rich people but.dof't necessary get it; 
If you were poor, you. would beumcomifortable 


and scared about What would happen next. 


p Spare Change only occasionally publishes 
Death or perhaps a better life. pl YI 


poetry, Your submissions are welcome, but 

please keep your'own copy, we are unable to 
return poetry Sent to us. Please also include, 
if possible, your addfess and phone number. 


For people that are poor, life 


Again they go to bed, 
could end any day. 


But sleep will not come to them. 
And the crying grows louder still. 
They think, “Someone shut that child up!” 


Don't make their life short because they're poor. 
The Outreach Connection, a street 

newspaper in Toronto; also publishes poetry. 
Write to Bunny Isk0y, Poetry Editor at 31 
Marisa Court, ThornhitkOntel4] 6H9. 4» 


Put yourself in their shes. 
KIRSTEN-KLINGLE, T0 « EDMONTON 


And finally sleep comes to them. é 
That night they dream. 


They dream of a child 


Crying in a dark corner, face unseen. 


The next night the dream réturns. 
It is the weeping child, again: 
“Why do you cry, little one?" 


THE SKID THE STREET 


Theskid, the street; thé shuffling of lonely feet 
marking time to'the rhythm of life's defeat 
through the cold and through the heat=in any 


And we're all the same - the only difference may 
be our names - all losers at life's game: 


The Sallyann with its little and ort-some lonely corner 
where they meet, is to a lost soul, 

the only church that we keep 

The skid, the street, the shuffling of lonely feet 
marking.time to the rhythm of life's defeat 

I know^tor I too have walked'that street. 


RAY ENS * SASKATOON 


Asked the dreamer, "Are you lost?" season, the same ones you'll meet'that Have at 
<= life's game been beat. 
The child looked up, and came into the light 


The dreamet gasped for it was themself. I know for I too have Walked that street 


Fromel.OvtoWVan- just watching life's hand 
waiting for it$ circle to complete - for that's 


CURTIS BRANSTON;-18 * EDMONTON 
what it's like when you're a rounder on the street 


| Have a hard time getting your copy of Spare Change? 


Spare Change is a street newspaper, sold 
on the street for the benefit of the street 
vendors. Due to demand, however, we want 


| Just $30 a year will get you all I2 issues of 
E the newspaper. YES, | want to subscribe. 


| am enclosing $30 (cheque or money order) to otter subscriptions by mall at well. Vendors: Name = n a Fe RS 
E A will still benefit from subscriptions. Of your 
for my I2 issues. Í — $30 subscription, $10.60 goes toward mailing Addis 
(FOR INTERNAL USE ONLY) XA " 
i Mail to: Sp are Chan ge ial im goes to printing and production, 
10527-96 Street | and of the remaining amount, $6 goes directly City 
to the vendors who sell you your subscrip- Se 
Hd Edmonton, AB | - — - tion and the other $6 goes to the vendors 
VENDOR : Postal Cod 
T5H 2H6 who mail you your copies. os QS DUE ADIRE eee eee ee SPUR AN 


